Growing a Heart for the Harvest
Matthew 9:18-38
Goal
To model our lives after Jesus. To be a disciple is to follow and learn from Him. We are to see
people as He sees them and to feel deep, gut-wrenching compassion for people as He feels.
We are called not only to pray for the harvest but are sent out to be workers too.
Connect
• If you are willing to share, in what ways is God shaping your heart for the harvest? Where
are you being challenged in this?
• In what ways, as a connect group, might you be able to make a difference in the harvest?
Read

Matthew 9:18-38
For a fuller context you may like to read the whole of Matthew 9 & 10
The synagogue leader and the bleeding woman Mark 5:21-43 & Luke 8:40-56

Discuss
• Discuss any words or aspects of the passage that stand out to you.
• Why did Jesus asked who touched Him? Did He not know the answer? What was the result of
this question? For the woman? For the crowd? For the disciples?
• How did Jesus respond to the lady? What can we learn about His character and heart for
the harvest from this?
• What do you notice about each of the healing accounts? How does each person approach
Jesus? What can we learn about our faith posture from them?
• A sheep without a shepherd. Often lost people seem to be fairly “together.” How can we
make an opening for the gospel with people who don’t seem to sense their need for it?
• As you read the journey Jesus has been on so far, when you get to v35-38, how and what do
you think Jesus would have been feeling at this point in His ministry?
• What are the influences in our lives that increased our compassion for the lost? How could
these influences be passed on to others?
• What is the “work” Jesus is looking for workers to do?
• What is Jesus’ first command to the disciples in this section? What was it NOT to do?
• What is God saying to you today? And how will you respond in obedience?
Application

Here are the four suggestions given to grow a heart for the harvest:
1. Pray for compassion:
2. Pray for the harvest
3. Spend time in the harvest
4. Be a worker
Pray Together.

Here’s a resource we use a at Sent Collective to help develop our heart for the harvest.

